
Frost School Council Minutes

October 13, 2009

HUB 123

3:30-5:00

Present: Christian Roberson(Chair), Gale Beckwith (student), Nancy Betchart, Trent Boggess, 

Gail Carr, Terri Dautcher, John Donovan, Mary Ann McGarry, Daniel Moore, Ellen Murphy, 

Josh Smith (student), Metasebia W oldemariam, David Zehr.

Excused: Francis W illiams, James W hiting

Absent: Mark Okrant

Scribe: Nancy Betchart

Introductions: The council welcomed student members Josh Smith and Gale Beckwith.

Approval of September 8 minutes. Unanimous approval. 

Updates from the Office of Online Education. Ellen Murphy, Director of Online Education 

shared the following updates:

! Online education website is under revision with additional information regarding online 

courses and programs.   A good repository of information is being developed that will be 

available 24/7.

! Facebook ads are under development.

! A draft student evaluation form was distributed

! W orking on recommendations for an e-portfolio for assessment

! A checklist for reviewing new online courses was distributed.  This was developed from 

Ellen’s experience with Quality Matters, a proprietary rubric, plus input from other 

sources.

! W orkshops for Chairs and Deans regarding how to assess the quality of online courses 

will be offered soon.

! ITunesU and Lecture Capture will be available soon so that any faculty who want to may 

put their lectures up on ITunesU.

! Ellen is offering a workshop this Friday on 2
nd

Life and teaching using a virtual world.

Frost School SW OT Analysis. Terri Dautcher led the council in a SW OT (Strengths, 

W eaknesses, Opportunities and Threats) analysis.  She began by asking us to review the history, 

vision, and mission of the Frost School, which we summarized as an initiative to provide access 

through alternative formats to PSU courses and degree programs.  In addition we would be 

addressing the need in NH to increase the number of adults with degrees and we would be 

preparing for changing demographics, i.e., the downturn in the number of high school graduates.

This generated lively suggestions from the council members.  W e agreed to continue the analysis 

at the next meeting when all the members could be there (several people had to leave before we 

engaged in the SW OT.

Terri agreed to summarize the SW OT analysis to date and distribute it electronically before the 

next meeting.



Frost School Updates.

! Nancy reminded the group that the change in who could be a Frost Student was moving 

forward for Spring 2010; the change will allow a student with any major to be a Frost 

Student as long as they sign an acknowledgement that they will have to complete some 

courses (those for their major, in particular) during the day.

! 4 2
nd

-half 8-week online courses will be announced next week for students who are trying 

to graduate and/or not fall behind.

! .f section courses will no longer be scheduled with a companion .01 section course;rather 

seats can be reserved for Frost students behind the scenes.  Thus anyone can register for .f 

section courses as long as there are still seats available for their category (traditional or 

Frost).

! Spring course offerings – 23 online courses and 37 general education courses.  New 

evening and/or blended courses offered from education and social work.

! Nancy distributed an article from Julie Bernier entitled “Putting the brakes on ‘Stopping 

In’” and the Fall 2009 enrollment report that shows a small decline in 1
st

year students, 

but an increase in transfer students.  The Frost School will have a role in attracting and 

serving transfer students.

Other Business. Christian suggested that we discuss with the Student Senate whether they need 

2 student representatives or whether we could have one from the Student Senate and change our 

by-laws so that we also had one who is a Frost School student.  

Adjournedat 4:45

Next meeting: November 10, 3:30 in HUB 123


